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KEYWORDS Abstract Human respiratory syncytial virus (HRSV) infects all age groups and causes bronch-
Chemoprevention; iolitis, pneumonia, and acute respiratory distress syndrome with a significant mortality rate.
Ge-Gen-Tang; To date, only ribavirin has been used to manage HRSV infection. However, ribavirin is expen-
Human respiratory sive with an only modest effect. Furthermore, ribavirin has several side effects, which means it
syncytial virus; has limited clinical benefit. Pueraria lobata Ohwi (P. lobata) is a common ingredient of Ge-
Pueraria lobata; Gen-Tang (Kakkon-to) and Sheng-Ma-Ge-Gen-Tang (Shoma-kakkon-to), which are prescriptions
Respiratory tract of Chinese traditional medicine proven to have antiviral activity against HRSV. Therefore, it
infection was hypothesized that P. lobata might be effective against HRSV. To find a cost-effective ther-

apeutic modality, both human upper (HEp-2) and lower (A549) respiratory tract cell lines were

used to test the hypothesis that P. lobata could inhibit HRSV-induced plaque formation. Results

showed that the water extract of P. lobata was effective (p < 0.0001) against HRSV-induced
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plaque formation. P. lobata was more effective when given prior to viral inoculation
(p < 0.0001) by inhibiting viral attachment (p < 0.0001) and penetration (p < 0.0001). However,
supplementation with P. lobata could not stimulate interferon secretion after HRSV infection.
In conclusion, P. lobata has antiviral activity against HRSV-induced plaque formation in airway
mucosa mainly by inhibiting viral attachment and internalization. Further identification of
effective constituents could contribute to the prevention of HRSV infection.

Copyright © 2013, Kaohsiung Medical University. Published by Elsevier Taiwan LLC. All rights

reserved.

Introduction

Human respiratory syncytial virus (HRSV) is a common
airway virus that infects patients of all age groups. HRSV is
the leading cause of severe viral bronchiolitis [1] and
pneumonia [2] in infants and children. The annual mortality
rate is 160,000—600,000 deaths worldwide [3]. HRSV is also
a threat to adults older than 65 years and to immunocom-
promised patients by causing pneumonia and exacerbations
of pulmonary diseases [4]. HRSV infection may cause acute
respiratory distress syndrome in healthy adults with a
mortality rate ranging from 40% to 60% [5]. To date, the
only Food and Drug Administration-approved agent to
manage HRSV infection is ribavirin, which has a limited
effect and a marginal clinical benefit [3]. Furthermore,
ribavirin needs to be aerosolized for administration to
manage HRSV infection. However, it is expensive [6] and
has several side effects, such as causing teratogenesis to
healthcare workers [7]. Therefore, safe and cost-effective
anti-HRSV chemoprevention and/or chemotherapies are
urgently needed.

Pueraria lobata Ohwi (P. lobata) has been used for
thousands of years in China to manage fever, diarrhea, and
diabetes [8]. There are several pharmacological activities
to support its modern clinical applications in cerebrovas-
cular diseases, cardiovascular diseases, and hyperlipidemia
[8]. Furthermore, P. lobata has been used as a hangover
and/or alcoholism remedy to treat alcohol-related prob-
lems [9,10]. P. lobata is also a common ingredient of Ge-
Gen-Tang (GGT; Kakkon-to) and Sheng-Ma-Ge-Gen-Tang
(SMGGT; Shoma-kakkon-to), which are prescriptions of
Chinese traditional medicine for airway symptoms. GGT and
SMGGT have been proven to have antiviral activity against
HRSV [11,12]. Therefore, we hypothesized that P. lobata
was one of the active constituents of GGT and SMGGT
against HRSV. However, the only antiviral activity of
P. lobata reported is against EV71 [13]. Therefore, we used
both human upper (human larynx epidermoid carcinoma
cell, HEp-2) and lower (human lung carcinoma cell, A549)
respiratory tract cell lines to test the hypothesis that
P. lobata is effective on HRSV-induced plaque formation.

Materials and methods
Preparation of hot water extracts of P. lobata

P. lobata was purchased from herbal shops in Southern
Taiwan. The authenticity had been confirmed at least twice

through morphological and anatomical identifications by
Dr Ming Hong Yen, Graduate Institute of Natural Products,
Kaohsiung Medical University, Kaohsiung, and by Professor
Den En Shieh, Department of Food Science and Technology,
Tajen University of Technology, Ping-Tung, Taiwan. A
voucher specimen was prepared and deposited at Kaoh-
siung Medical University Herbarium. A hot water extract of
P. lobata was prepared as reported previously [13,14].
Briefly, 100 g of P. lobata were shade-dried and decocted
for 1 hour with 1 L of boiling reverse-osmosis-treated water
three times. The decoctions were mixed, filtered,
concentrated, and lyophilized. The w/w yield of P. lobata
was 9.4%. The extract of P. lobata was dissolved in mini-
mum essential medium (MEM) supplemented with 10% fetal
calf serum (FCS) to the final concentrations of 10 pg/mL,
30 pug/mL, 100 pg/mL, and 300 ug/mL for bioactivity and up
to 3000 pg/mL for cytotoxicity tests prior to the
experiments.

Human cell lines and HRSV

Human upper and lower respiratory tract cell lines, larynx
epidermoid (HEp-2, American Type Culture Collection,
ATCC CCL-23), and lung carcinoma cell lines (A549, ATCC
CCL-185), were used to culture HRSV (Long strain: ATCC VR-
26). Cells were propagated at 37°C under 5% CO, in MEM
supplemented with 10% FCS and antimicrobials. The virus
was propagated on 90% confluent cell monolayer in MEM
with 2% FCS and antimicrobials. Viral titer was determined
and expressed as plaque forming units (pfu)/mL [12]. The
virus was stored at —80°C until use.

Cytotoxicity assay

Cytotoxicity of P. lobata on proliferating cells was
assayed by XTT {sodium 3'-[1-(phenylamino-carbonyl)-3,4-
tetrazolium]-bis (4-methoxy-6-nitro) benzene sulfonic
acid}-based method according to the manufacturer’s in-
structions (Roche, Mannheim, Germany) [12]. Briefly, 10*
cells/well were seeded into 96-well culture plates and
incubated overnight at 37°C under 5% CO,. The medium was
removed and different concentrations (10 pg/mL, 30 pg/
mL, 100 pg/mL, 300 ug/mL, 1000 pug/mL, and 3000 pg/mL)
of P. lobata were applied in triplicate. After 3 days of in-
cubation, the cytotoxicity was determined by XTT kit
(Roche, Mannheim, Germany) according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions. The 50% cytotoxic concentration (CCsg)
of P. lobata was calculated by the regression analysis of the
dose—response curve generated from the data.
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Antiviral effect assay

Antiviral activity of P. lobata was examined by plaque
reduction assay [12]. Briefly, 10° cells/well were plated in
12-well culture plates at 37°C under 5% CO, for 24 hours and
inoculated with a mixture of 200 pfu/well viruses and
various concentrations of extract of P. lobata at room
temperature for 1 hour. Ribavirin (Sigma-Aldrich, St Louis,
MO, USA) was the positive control. After supplement of
overlay medium (MEM plus 2% FCS in 1% methylcellulose),
they were cultured at 37°C under 5% CO, for 3 days. The
monolayer was then fixed with 10% formalin, stained with
1% crystal violet, and plaques were counted. All experi-
ments were done three times in triplicate. The minimal
concentration required to inhibit 50% cytopathic effect
(ICsp) of P. lobata was calculated by the regression analysis
of the dose—response curve generated from the data.

Time of addition assay

Antiviral activity of P. lobata was examined at different
time points prior to and after viral inoculation by plaque
reduction assay [12]. Briefly, cells were seeded and incu-
bated for 24 hours as previously described. Various con-
centrations of P. lobata were supplemented at 2 hours or
1 hour prior to viral inoculation, or 1 hour or 2 hours after
viral inoculation. Supernatant was removed prior to the
supplement of overlay medium. Cells were incubated for a
further 72 hours and examined by plaque assay. All exper-
iments were done three times in triplicate.

Attachment assay

Plaque reduction assay was used to evaluate the effect of
P. lobata on viral attachment [12]. Briefly, cells were
seeded and incubated for 48 hours. Cells were prechilled at
4°C for 1 hour and the medium was removed. A mixture of
200 pfu/well HRSV was supplemented with various con-
centrations of P. lobata. After incubation at 4°C for another
3 hours, the free virus was removed. The cell monolayer
was washed with ice-cold phosphate-buffered saline (PBS)
three times, covered with overlay medium, incubated for
further 72 hours at 37°C under 5% CO,, and examined
by plaque assay. All experiments were done twice in
triplicate.

Internalization assay

Effect of P. lobata on viral internalization was evaluated at
20-minute intervals following viral adsorption also by pla-
que reduction assay [12]. Briefly, the cell monolayer was
grown in 12-well culture plates and prechilled at 4°C for
1 hour. Cells were infected with 200 pfu/well HRSV and
were incubated at 4°C for 3 hours to allow virus binding
without internalization. The virus-containing medium was
replaced with fresh medium containing various concentra-
tions of P. lobata. Cells with various concentrations of
P. lobata were shifted to 37°C. At 20-minute, 40-minute, or
60-minute intervals following the 37°C shift, acidic PBS (pH
3) was supplemented for 1 minute to inactivate non-
internalized virus and followed by alkaline PBS (pH 11) for

neutralization. Then, PBS was replaced by fresh overlay
medium. After incubation at 37°C for a further 72 hours,
the cell monolayer was examined by plaque assay. All ex-
periments were done three times in triplicate.

Interferon-f assay

After the antiviral effect assay experiment mentioned
above, the culture medium was collected and assayed by the
interferon (IFN)-B enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
(ELISA) kit (PBL Biomedical Laboratories, Piscataway Town-
ship, NJ, USA) according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
All experiments were done three times in triplicate. The
absorbance at A4so nm Was determined with an ELISA reader
(Multiskan EX; Labsystems, Beverley, MA, USA).

Statistical analysis

Results are expressed as mean =+ standard deviation [15].
Percentage of control (infection rate; %) was calculated
from the plaque counts of P. lobata groups divided by that
of viral control. Data were analyzed with analysis of vari-
ance by JMP 9.0.0 software (SAS, Cary, NC, USA). The Tukey
honestly significant difference test was used to compare all
pairs of groups in the analysis of variance test. A
p value < 0.05 was considered statistically significant.

Results
Cytotoxicity assay

To determine whether P. lobata was toxic to cells, a cyto-
toxicity assay was performed with the XTT assay. P. lobata
did not show any cytotoxicity against HEp-2 and A549 cells up
to a concentration of 3000 pug/mL (Fig. 1). The estimated
CCso was more than 3000 pg/mL. High CCso proved its safety.
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Figure 1. Cytotoxicity assay. Pueraria lobata did not show

any cytotoxicity against host cells up to the concentration of
3000 pg/mL after 3 days’ incubation. Data are presented as
mean =+ standard deviation of three triplicates.
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Antiviral effect assay. Both Pueraria lobata (A) and ribavirin (B) were dose-dependently (p < 0.0001) effective against

human respiratory syncytial virus as determined by plaque reduction assay after 3 days’ incubation. P. lobata was more effective on
A549 cells than on HEp-2 cells (p < 0.0001). By contrast, ribavirin did not show this difference. Data are presented as mean =+ standard
deviation of three triplicates. *p < 0.05; **p < 0.001; and ***p < 0.0001 were compared to the viral control (0 ng/mL). **** p < 0.05 was
compared between the different cell types at the same concentrations.

Antiviral effect assay

To determine the anti-HRSV activity, an antiviral effect
assay was performed through the plaque reduction method.
P. lobata and ribavirin were dose-dependently effective
against HRSV in HEp-2 and A549 cells (Fig. 2; p < 0.0001).
P. lobata was more effective on A549 than on HEp-2 cells
(Fig. 2A; p < 0.0001). However, ribavirin did not show this
preference on A549 cells (Fig. 2B). The calculated ICsq of
P. lobata was 258.7 ug/mL in A549 cells and 299.8 ng/mL in
HEp-2 cells.

Time of addition assay

Because P. lobata was effective against HRSV, time of
addition assay was done to find out its working point. The
effect of P. lobata was dose dependent against HRSV on
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Figure 3.

HEp-2 and A549 cells and was affected by the time of
addition (Fig. 3; p < 0.0001). P. lobata was more effective
on A549 cells, particularly when given prior to viral inocu-
lation (Fig. 3; p < 0.0001). Therefore, P. lobata worked
better as a preventive agent. The calculated ICso was
233.5 pug/mL (2 hours earlier) in A549 cells.

Attachment assay and internalization assay

P. lobata showed its better effect when given prior to viral
inoculation. Therefore, P. lobata was supposed to work on
viral attachment and/or internalization. The results of
attachment assay confirmed this assumption. P. lobata was
dose-dependently effective against viral attachment
(Fig. 4; p < 0.0001), particularly on A549 cells (p < 0.0001).
The calculated ICso was 157.9 ug/mL in A549 cells and 255.8
ug/mL in HEp-2 cells.
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Time of addition assay. The effect of Pueraria lobata was dose-dependent (p < 0.0001) against human respiratory

syncytial virus on HEp-2 (A) and A549 cells (B). This activity was also affected by the time of addition. P. lobata was more effective
when given prior to viral inoculation (p < 0.0001). Data are presented as mean + standard deviation of three triplicates. *p < 0.05;
**p < 0.001; and ***p < 0.0001 were compared to the viral control (0 pg/mL).
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Figure 4. Attachment assay. of Pueraria lobata was dose-
dependently effective against viral attachment in HEp2 cells
and A549 cells (p < 0.0001), particularly on A549 cells
(p < 0.0001). Data are presented as mean + standard deviation
of two triplicates. *p < 0.05; **p < 0.001; and ***p < 0.0001
were compared to the control group (0 pg/mL).

As for the viral internalization assay, P. lobata was time-
dependently and dose-dependently effective in inhibiting
viral penetration (Fig. 5; p < 0.0001), particularly on A549
cells (p < 0.0001). The effect was similar to that of
attachment assay. The calculated ICsq values were 208.2
ug/mL (60 minutes) in A549 cells, and 299.2 pg/mL (60
minutes) in HEp-2 cells, respectively.

IFN-B assay

With regard to the fact that P. lobata was effective against
HRSV and that IFN could be the main cellular mechanism

A 00 pg/mL

HEp—2 cells @10 pg/mL
120 030 pg/mL
| 100 pg/mL
= 300 pg/mL

=3
S
T

3
=)
T

I
[S)
T

N NN NN

Internalilzation (% of control)
D
(=}

sSSESNBEEE i

3
T

g g

40 60

Incubation time (min)

against viral infection, it was interesting to ascertain
whether the effect of P. lobata was mediated by stimula-
tion of IFN secretion. Results showed that P. lobata dose-
dependently stimulated cells to secrete IFN-B without
HRSV infection. Infection of HRSV also induced IFN-B
secretion in A549 cells (Fig. 6; p < 0.05). However, sup-
plementation with P. lobata after viral inoculation had no
effect on IFN secretion.

Discussion

In this study, P. lobata has for the first time been proven to
inhibit HRSV-induced plaque formation in both HEp-2 cells
and A549 cells. HEp-2 and A549 cells represent upper and
lower respiratory tract mucosal cells, respectively. HRSV
mainly targets the low respiratory tract to result in
morbidity and mortality [16,17]. Therefore, an effective
anti-HRSV agent has to show a better effect on the low
respiratory tract mucosa. Our results fulfilled this character
that P. lobata was effective to protect whole airway mu-
cosa with a better effect on A549 cells (Fig. 2A) to possibly
mitigate the disease severity. An effective antiviral agent
needs to block the set-up of an infection and/or to block
the replication cycle of viruses. Our time of addition assay
showed that P. lobata was more effective when given prior
to viral inoculation by inhibiting viral attachment (Fig. 4)
and penetration (Fig. 5). These results indicate that
P. lobata interferes with the early stages of HRSV infection.
Therefore, P. lobata potentially prevents the set-up of an
infection, rather than blocking the replication cycle of
HRSV. All these results were consistent, thus confirming
their validity.

Ribavirin has been used to treat HRSV infection of the
low respiratory tract in infants and young children [18], in
adult females with HRSV pneumonia-induced acute respi-
ratory distress syndrome [5], and in patients after lung [19],
liver [20], or allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell trans-
plantation [21]. Nevertheless, the efficacy of ribavirin
against HRSV pneumonia in older children and adults has
not been established. Therefore, its effect has been ques-
tioned [22]. It has been shown that 1 ug/mL ribavirin could
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Figure 5. Internalization assay. Pueraria lobata was time-dependently (p < 0.0001) and dose-dependently (p < 0.0001) effective
against viral penetration in HEp-2 cells (A) and A549 cells (B). Data are presented as mean =+ standard deviation of three triplicates.
*p < 0.05; **p < 0.001; and ***p < 0.0001 were compared to the viral control (0 pg/mL).
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Figure 6. Interferon (IFN)-p assay. Human respiratory syncytial virus infection increased IFN- secretion in HEp-2 (A) and A549 (B)

cells. P. lobata stimulated HEp-2 (A) and A549 (B) cells to secrete IFN-B only at high concentrations without human respiratory
syncytial virus infection. Data are presented as mean + standard deviation of three triplicates. *p < 0.05; **p < 0.001; and
***p < 0.0001 were compared to the group (0 pg/mL). **** p < 0.05 was compared to the cell control (0 png/mL without viral

inoculation).

reduce more than 50% of HRSV-induced plaque formation
with a noticeable decrease of syncytial size at 3 pg/mL
[23]. By contrast, our experiment showed that ribavirin of
3 pug/mL was barely effective and it caused only approxi-
mately 15% reduction of plaque formation at 10 pg/mL
(Fig. 2B). Ribavirin could easily penetrate into HEp-2 and
A549 cells to exert its antiviral effect against HRSV [24].
Compared with previously reported results, our data are
more compatible with the clinical effects. Therefore,
ribavirin is not a good candidate to manage HRSV infection,
particularly for lower respiratory tract infection.

SMGGT and GGT [11,12] are different Chinese traditional
prescriptions. P. lobata is one of the common ingredients of
GGT and SMGGT. P. lobata was effective at the concen-
trations of 30 ug/mL on A549 cells and 100 pg/mL on HEp-2
cells. P. lobata inhibited viral attachment and penetration.
All these results were consistent, thus confirming their
validity. P. lobata showed a similar activity against HRSV as
GGT and SMGGT. These results supported our hypothesis
that P. lobata was one of the active ingredients of SMGGT
and GGT against HRSV. Nevertheless, there are four com-
mon ingredients in GGT and SMGGT: P. lobata; Glycyrrhiza
uralensis [25]; Paeonia lactiflora [26], and Zingiber offici-
nale [24]. All these common ingredients have potent anti-
viral activity against HRSV. Therefore, although P. lobata is
one of the active ingredients, it is not the major component
in these traditional prescriptions.

IFN enhances the cellular resistance against viral infec-
tion [27,28] and this can be the main cellular mechanism
against viral infection [29]. P. lobata stimulated HEp-2 and
A549 cells to secrete IFN-B without HRSV infection (Fig. 6).
However, the stimulatory effect disappeared after viral
challenge (Fig. 6). It has been proposed that viral F protein
can induce the production of IFN-B [30,31]. However, viral
NS1, NS2, and G proteins mediate the evasion of cellular IFN
response for viral advantage [32]. Therefore, improvement
of IFN secretion can be beneficial against HRSV infection.
Nevertheless, P. lobata failed to stimulate interferon
secretion after HRSV infection.

In conclusion, P. lobata could possibly be used to pre-
vent HRSV infection mainly by inhibiting viral attachment
and internalization. Further identification of the effective
constituents is necessary to develop the cost-effective
therapeutic modalities against HRSV.

References

[1] Macao P, Dias A, Azevedo L, Jorge A, Rodrigues C. Acute
bronchiolitis: a prospective study. Acta Med Port 2011;
24(Suppl. 2):407—12 [Article in Portuguese].

[2] Falade AG, Ayede Al. Epidemiology, aetiology and manage-
ment of childhood acute community-acquired pneumonia in
developing countries—a review. Afr J Med Med Sci 2011;40:
293-308.

[3] Krilov LR. Respiratory syncytial virus disease: update on
treatment and prevention. Expert Rev Anti Infect Ther 2011;9:
27-32.

[4] Roymans D, Koul A. Respiratory syncytial virus: a prioritized or
neglected target? Future Med Chem 2010;2:1523—7.

[5] Luo YH, Huang CY, Yang KY, Lee YC. Inhaled ribavirin therapy
in adult respiratory syncytial virus-induced acute respiratory
distress syndrome. Arch Bronconeumol 2011;47:315—7.

[6] Chemaly RF, Torres HA, Munsell MF, Shah DP, Rathod DB,
Bodey GP, et al. An adaptive randomized trial of an inter-
mittent dosing schedule of aerosolized ribavirin in patients
with cancer and respiratory syncytial virus infection. J Infect
Dis 2012;206:1367—71.

[7] Roberts SS, Miller RK, Jones JK, Lindsay KL, Greene MF,
Maddrey WC, et al. The Ribavirin Pregnancy Registry: findings
after 5 years of enrollment, 2003—2009. Birth Defects Res A
Clin Mol Teratol 2010;88:551—9.

[8] Wong KH, Li GQ, Li KM, Razmovski-Naumovski V, Chan K.
Kudzu root: traditional uses and potential medicinal benefits
in diabetes and cardiovascular diseases. J Ethnopharmacol
2011;134:584—607.

[9] McGregor NR. Pueraria lobata (Kudzu root) hangover remedies
and acetaldehyde-associated neoplasm risk. Alcohol 2007;41:
469—-78.

[10] Xu BJ, Zheng YN, Sung CK. Natural medicines for alcoholism
treatment: a review. Drug Alcohol Rev 2005;24:525—36.


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref10

P. lobata inhibited HRSV

657

[11] Chang JS, Wang KC, Shieh DE, Hsu FF, Chiang LC. Ge-Gen-Tang
has anti-viral activity against human respiratory syncytial
virus in human respiratory tract cell lines. J Ethnopharmacol
2012;139:305—10.

[12] Wang KC, Chang JS, Chiang LC, Lin CC. Sheng-Ma-Ge-Gen-Tang
(Shoma-kakkon-to) inhibited cytopathic effect of human res-
piratory syncytial virus in cell lines of human respiratory tract.
J Ethnopharmacol 2011;135:538—44.

[13] Su FM, Chang JS, Wang KC, Tsai JJ, Chiang LC. A water extract
of Pueraria lobata inhibited cytotoxicity of enterovirus 71 in a
human foreskin fibroblast cell line. Kaohsiung J Med Sci 2008;
24:523-30.

[14] Yen MH, Lin CC, Chuang CH, Liu SY. Evaluation of root quality
of Bupleurum species by TLC scanner and the liver protec-
tive effects of "Xiao-chai-hu-tang" prepared using three
different Bupleurum species. J Ethnopharmacol 1991;34:
155—65.

[15] Dobryniewski J, Szajda SD, Waszkiewicz N, Zwierz K. The
gamma-linolenic acid (GLA)—the therapeutic value. Przegl
Lek 2007;64:100—2 [Article in Polish].

[16] Falsey AR, Walsh EE. Respiratory syncytial virus infection in
adults. Clin Microbiol Rev 2000;13:371—84.

[17] Collins PL, Crowe JE. Respiratory syncytial virus and meta-
pneumovirus. In: Knipe DM, Howley PM, Griffin DE, Martin MA,
Lamb RA, Roizman B, editors. Fields virology. Philadelphia:
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins; 2007. p. 1601—46.

[18] Ventre K, Randolph AG. WITHDRAWN: ribavirin for respiratory
syncytial virus infection of the lower respiratory tract in in-
fants and young children (4). Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2007;
24(1):CD000181.

[19] Li L, Avery R, Budev M, Mossad S, Danziger-Isakov L. Oral
versus inhaled ribavirin therapy for respiratory syncytial virus
infection after lung transplantation. J Heart Lung Transplant
2012;31:839—44.

[20] Keck M, Mindru C, Kalil AC, Mercer DF, Florescu DF. Respira-
tory syncytial virus lower respiratory tract infection in a pe-
diatric liver transplant recipient treated with oral ribavirin.
Pediatr Transplant 2012;16:E348—51.

[21] Mori T, Nakamura Y, Kato J, Yamane A, Aisa Y, Takeshita K,
et al. Oral ribavirin therapy for lower respiratory tract
infection of respiratory syncytial virus complicating

bronchiolitis obliterans after allogeneic hematopoietic stem
cell transplantation. Int J Hematol 2011;93:132—4.

[22] Dolin R. Common viral respiratory infections. In: Longo DL,
Fauci AS, Fauci AS, Kasper DL, Hauser SL, Jameson JL, et al.,
editors. Harrison’s principles of internal medicine. New York:
McGraw—Hill; 2012. p. 1485—-92.

[23] Hruska JF, Bernstein JM, Douglas Jr RG, Hall CB. Effects of
ribavirin on respiratory syncytial virus in vitro. Antimicrob
Agents Chemother 1980;17:770-5.

[24] Chang JS, Wang KC, Yeh CF, Shieh DE, Chiang LC. Fresh ginger
(Zingiber officinale) has anti-viral activity against human
respiratory syncytial virus in human respiratory tract cell
lines. J Ethnopharmacol 2013;145:146—51.

[25] Yeh CF, Wang KC, Chiang LC, Shieh DE, Yen MH, Chang JS.
Water extract of licorice had anti-viral activity against human
respiratory syncytial virus in human respiratory tract cell
lines. J Ethnopharmacol 2013;148(2):466—73.

[26] Lin TJ, Wang KC, Lin CC, Chiang LC, Chang JS. Anti-viral ac-
tivity of water extract of Paeonia lactiflora Pallas against
human respiratory syncytial virus in human respiratory tract
cell lines. Am J Chin Med 2013;41(3):585—99.

[27] Katze MG, Fornek JL, Palermo RE, Walters KA, Korth MJ.
Innate immune modulation by RNA viruses: emerging in-
sights from functional genomics. Nat Rev Immunol 2008;8:
644—54.

[28] Randall RE, Goodbourn S. Interferons and viruses: an interplay
between induction, signalling, antiviral responses and virus
countermeasures. J Gen Virol 2008;89:1—47.

[29] Forster S. Interferon signatures in immune disorders and dis-
ease. Immunol Cell Biol 2012;90:520—7.

[30] Kurt-Jones EA, Popova L, Kwinn L, Haynes LM, Jones LP,
Tripp RA, et al. Pattern recognition receptors TLR4 and CD14
mediate response to respiratory syncytial virus. Nat Immunol
2000;1:398—401.

[31] Rudd BD, Luker GD, Luker KE, Peebles RS, Lukacs NW. Type |
interferon regulates respiratory virus infected dendritic cell
maturation and cytokine production. Viral Immunol 2007;20:
531—40.

[32] Oshansky CM, Zhang W, Moore E, Tripp RA. The host response
and molecular pathogenesis associated with respiratory syn-
cytial virus infection. Future Microbiol 2009;4:279—-97.


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref16
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref16
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref16
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1607-551X(13)00162-9/sref32

	Water extract of Pueraria lobata Ohwi has anti-viral activity against human respiratory syncytial virus in human respirator ...
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Preparation of hot water extracts of P. lobata
	Human cell lines and HRSV
	Cytotoxicity assay
	Antiviral effect assay
	Time of addition assay
	Attachment assay
	Internalization assay
	Interferon-β assay
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Cytotoxicity assay
	Antiviral effect assay
	Time of addition assay
	Attachment assay and internalization assay
	IFN-β assay

	Discussion
	References


