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In response to the current domestic policy of promoting early intervention for children with
developmental delay, and the social demand of inter-disciplinary services for early intervention, it is
necessary to educate college students to participate in the actual community field and understand
the current local services of early intervention. A well-designed educational course could guide
college students to promote their reflective ability, in order to build up more sophisticated
professional services in future. It is the reason for carrying out this university social responsibility
practice research. The purpose of this study: In a teaching curriculum, it integrated the content of
participating in local service fields of early intervention for children with developmental delay, to
guides students to develop creative thinking, and analyzes the effectiveness of students' learning.
Method: In a freshman course (2 credits, 18 weeks): Introduction to Early Intervention, there were

two parts of teaching methods: one was for teachers to teach professional knowledge in class, and
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the other was to arrange students to a nearby community institution-the private Po-Cheng Children
Developing Center to participate in the training activities for children with developmental delay.
Students were scheduled to go to the developing center at least twice in groups to learn how to
observe and understand the developmental problems of the children. With discussing with the field
instructors, students designed a creative product (such as for training the child’s cognitive ability, or
for promoting the child’s hand-eye coordination ability, etc.) for a assigned child. The instructor of
the developing center guided students to participate and discuss during the process. The learning
effectiveness of the course included: students answering a feedback questionnaire (for three times,
at the beginning, mid-term and end of the course), design of a creative product, two experience
reports, and a final exam. Results: A total of 27 students, mainly from the 1-4 grades of four
departments, took this course in 2019. For the responses of the student feedback questionnaire (a set
of 12-questions included items about understanding the course objectives, items about community
field learning, and items about teacher-student interaction, using Likert scale 1~5): the average
scores of the whole class were between 3.96-4.58. The qualitative descriptions in the feedback
questionnaire reflected that students had attained learning experiences in the course and understood
how to adjust the learning methods. In addition, the feedback from the field instructors included
communications with our students triggered them to have certain ideas of thinking innovative
treatments for the children with developmental delay. Conclusion: By systematically planning the
course with integrating students’ participation in local community institutions, the mutual feedback
between teaching and learning can enhance students' participation in the curriculum, increase
satisfaction with the learning process and the absorption of knowledge. In this course, students
understood the importance of inter-disciplinary cooperation in the health care of children with
developmental delay. These learning would promote the mutual growth of university education and

professional applications.

Key words: Early intervention for children, inter-disciplinary services, Children health care,

Community needs, Learning effectiveness
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