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1. SHBEN2ERRAATLEESEEH (N=991)
Demographic characteristics of primary school children in Kaohsiung County (N = 991)
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K2, HESBRMIEE L F R ARAA T LB BN =991)

Numbers and percentages of children according to location in Kaohsiung County (N =991)
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Percentages of children with oral hygiene habits according to location in Kaohsiung County (N =991)
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K5, SHBIBILE BPFE T % e syt BN =991)

Percentages of children with dental visits according to location in Kaohsiung County (N =991)
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Comparison of oral health behaviors of primary school children
between urban and rural areas of Kaohsiung County
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L Y N

To survey possible differences in dental health behaviors of primary school children
between urban and rural areas in Kaohsiung County, 991 children in grades 1 to 6 in x
elementary schools participated in this study. They were sampled using a stratified cluster
sampling design and with a probability proportional to size. In the urban area, 80.74% of
students cleaned their teeth twice a day, with most students (55.24%) cleaning their teeth
both in the early morning and before sleeping. In an aboriginal area, 36.50% and 44.16% of
students cleaned their teeth in the morning and before sleeping, respectively. In the usage
behavior of fluoride supplements, students in the aboriginal area used them the least
(79.56%). In the rural area, most (85.44%) of the students used 0.2% NaF fluoride once a
week as a part of a mouth rinse program. Aboriginal students used it the least (62.41%).
Students in the urban area had the highest frequency (26.63%) of visiting a dentist every 3~6
months. The frequencies of the oral health care behaviors of the urban students were higher
than those of rural and aboriginal students.

Key words: urban and rural, oral health behavior, school children.
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