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The caries status of children in southern Taiwan
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Distribution of 0~6-year-old children by dental resources in southern Taiwan
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The caries status of children in southern Taiwan
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Analysis of 0~6-year-old children’s caries status by urban and rural areas in southern Taiwan
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ECC: Early childhood caries.
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Analysis of 0~6-year-old children’s caries status by gender and age in southern Taiwan
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Analysis of 0~6-year-old children’s dental treatment needs by urban and rural areas in southern Taiwan
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To survey children's dental caries status in southern Taiwan, children of aged 0 to 6
years participated in this study, which used a stratified cluster sampling design and
probability proportional to size. The number of decayed teeth was 3.54 and the decayed,
extracted, and filled teeth deft index was 4.40. The caries prevalence rate was 68.97%, and
the filling rate was 18.35%. There were 825 children (68.97%) with early childhood caries
(ECC) and 536 children (44.81%) with severe early childhood caries (S-ECC). A statis-
tically significant inequality existed between rural and urban children. In conclusion, the oral
health status of 0~6-year-old children in southern Taiwan is worse than that of other areas of
Taiwan, but the rate of filling was lower than for other areas of Taiwan. The oral health status
of 0~6-year-old children in southern urban areas is better than that of the children in
southern rural areas; therefore, the filling rate of children in urban areas is higher than that of
children in rural areas. There are greater treatment needs in rural areas than in urban areas.
The discrepancy between rural and urban areas of southern Taiwan might be related to the
distribution of dental resources. We suggest training of diverse professionals, and reinforcing
oral health care programs in kindergartens to teach children good oral habits. Educational
programs for mothers and babysitters could also improve oral health care.
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