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Schwannoma of the tongue: report of a case

TiEN-YU SHIEH, REN-JYE CHEN, CHENG-CHUNG LN, LI-MIN LIN

School of Dentistry, Kaohsiung Medical College, Kaohsiung, R.0O.C.

Schwannoma is a benign tumor which originates from the Schwann cells of the peripheral nerve system,
but it is most commonly found on the sensory cranial nerves and the sensory posterior spinal roots. They also
present 10 per cent of all intracranial tumor, but the oral cavity is not a frequent site of involvement (about
4.3% of Swannoma in whole body). In a eight-year period (1974-1982) at the Dental Department of Kao-
hsiung Medical College Chong-Ho Memorial Hospital, we had only four cases of Schwannoma in oral cavity
or perioral region. Now we report one case of them and discuss the microscopic findings of Schwannoma in
detail.

The patient was a 15-year-old male, who visited our dental clinic in September 1981 with the chiet
complain of a painless mass in his tongue for 3 weeks, which also made him difficulty in talking. Intraorl
examination revealed a painless bulging-out mass measuring about 4.2 x 4.0 x 2.5 cm in size in the right side
dorsum of the tongue. The mass was non-tenderness, firm in consistency, and the overlying mucosa was
smooth and intact. Incisional biopsy of the mass yielded a diagnosis of Schwannoma of the tongue consisting
of both Antoni type A and B tissue structure. The tumor mass was removed under general anesthesia on
14 Oct. 1981, and the postoperative course was uneventful. The patient was dismissed one week after opera-
tion, and followed up cne year without recurrence.

Key words: Schwann cell, Schwannoma.
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