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Herpes Simplex Mimicking Herpes Zoster

in a 3-year-old Child
-A Case Report

Chien-Te Lin' Hsueh-Wei Chang® Gow-Shing Chen® Chi-Ling Lin* De-Leung Gu?

Herpes simplex virus infection is a commonly encountered disease. The clinical manifestation is
characterized by grouped vesicular eruptions localized predominantly on the orofacial and genital area.
However, there are some atypical presentations rarely encountered in daily practice which may lead to
an inaccurate diagnosis. We report a 3-year-old boy presented with grouped vesicular lesions in a zos-
teriform array on his left upper arm where Japanese encephalitis virus vaccine was injected 3 days ago.
There is no previous history of chickenpox. After skin biopsy and polymerase chain reaction examina-
tion, herpes simplex virus infection was diagnosed. We hereby report a case of herpes simplex mimick-
ing herpes zoster in a 3-year-old child and review related literature. (Dermatol Sinica 25: 194-199, 2007)

Key words: Herpes simplex virus, Zosteriform, Herpes zoster, Japanese encephalitis virus vaccine,
Polymerase chain reaction
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Fig. 1
Several groups of tiny clear vesicles on the edematous ery-
thematous base in a zosteriform array of the left arm.
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Fig. 2
There is an intraepidermal vesicular formation containing
balloon cells, acantholytic keratinocytes, and multinucleated
giants cells. Reticular degeneration occurs in the upper por-
tion of vesicle. Moderate densely infiltrate of inflammatory
cells around vessels and appendages in upper and middle
dermis are seen. (H & E, x40; Inset: x400)
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Fig. 3

The detection of HSV virus in skin specimen. The tissue
DNA is extracted by Qiagen tissue kit."! Primer pair HSV-P1
(5°>-GTGGTGGACTTTGCCAGCCTGTACCC-3") and
HSV-P2 (5’-TAAACATGGAGTCCGTGTCGCCGTAGAT-
GA-3’) was used to amplify HSV. With the HSV-P1 and
HSV-P2 primer pair the cycling parameters were initial
preincubation at 95°C for 12 min; then 3 cycles consisting of
95°C for 1 min, 60°C for 1 min, and 72°C for 1 min; then 37
cycles of 95°C for 1 min, 55°C for 45s, and 72°C for 1 min;
and then a final incubation at 72°C for 3 min.' The PCR
product is visualized in 2% agarose gel containing ethidium
bromide. M = 100bp marker; B = blank; S = specimen. PCR

product indicated by arrow is 532bp.
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